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Welcome! 
Grab a 
snack and 
make a name 
tent please.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hxEYT7u_Bg


Agenda 
8:30-10:00

Please take a minute to look 

at the agenda and place a star 

next to something that you 

are looking forward to 

learning! 



Norms 

Participate 
as fully as 
possible 

Be 
respectfully 
engaged 

Support 
each 
other’s 
learning 



Intended Outcome
Participants in this session will:
● Hone in on your own understanding of educating newcomers 

and check your own assumptions 
● Empower educators to cultivate optimal conditions for 

newcomers to learn and grow so that educators can 
empower newcomers in your classroom 



Setting Intentions 

Set your own intention 
for the session.

 

Note catcher Pg. 2

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JzsTreZWj2mRsdfE8ADhWZd0aLrfG1XyixicP0VaIpI/edit?usp=sharing


Opening Activity 

Brainstorm with your table: 
What have you done or currently do to engage your 

newcomers? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ej1UFvx0Hc4


Know the Lingo
Like any other field in education, teaching English Language 

Learners are riddled with acronyms. Jot down what you think 
these acronyms mean: 

● English for Speakers of Other Languages 
● English Learner
● English as a Second Language
● English Language Learner
● World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment
● Students with Limited Formal Education
● Limited English Proficient*
● First Language
● Second Language
● English Language Proficient 
● Total Physical Response

ESOL
EL
ESL
ELL
WIDA
SLIFE
LEP
L1
L2
ELP
TPR



Assumption: All ELL’s 
are immigrants



*2022 EL Board Update Slide 



*2022 EL Board Update Slide 



*2022 EL  Board Update Slide 



Who are newcomers?

● Parents who listed 
on the home 
language survey 
during enrollment 
that they speak a 
different language 
at home. 

● Within one year of 
being in the 
country

● Student who score 
between a 1.0 and 
1.7 on the WIDA 
screener 



What is WIDA?
When a student arrives they take a 
home language survey. If the parent 
notes that English is not the primary 
language at home, then students  are 
flagged and need to take the WIDA 
SCREENER test. 

Each year students will take WIDA 
MODEL and WIDA ACCESS. 

A reminder that students need to 
scores a 4.5 as an overall score to exit 
the ESOL program.  



Crash course

Language Acquisition 



Assumption: ELL’s are 
fluent in their native 

language 



WIDA- Proficiency Levels 



WIDA Can Do descriptors 



5 Stages of Language Acquisition



5 Stages of Language Acquisition

Stage Characteristics Approximate Time Frame Teacher Prompts

Preproduction/ Silent 
Receptive Stage 

The student

● Has minimal 
comprehension.

● Does not verbalize.
● Nods "Yes" and 

"No."
● Draws and points.

0–6 months ● Show me …
● Circle the …
● Where is … ?
● Who has … ?

Early Production The student

● Has limited 
comprehension

● Produces one- or 
two-word responses.

● Uses key words and 
familiar phrases.

● Uses present-tense 
verbs.

6 months–1 year ● Yes/no questions
● Either/or questions
● Who … ?
● What … ?
● How many … ?

Speech Emergence The student

● Has good 
comprehension.

● Can produce 
simple sentences.

● Makes grammar 
and pronunciation 
errors.

● Frequently 
misunderstands 
jokes.

1–3 years ● Why … ?
● How … ?
● Explain …
● Questions requiring 

phrase or 
short-sentence 
answers

Intermediate Fluency The student

● Has excellent 
comprehension.

● Makes few 
grammatical errors.

3–5 years ● What would 
happen if … ?

● Why do you think 
… ?

● Questions requiring 
more than a 
sentence response

Advanced Fluency The student has a 
near-native level of 
speech.

5–7 years ● Decide if …
● Retell …
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Assumption: Social 
English proficiency 

equates with 
academic 

proficiency  



6 months - 2 years

5-7 years



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkjAq96zUV4




Stephen Krashen’s Second 
Language Acquisition 

Theories 
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is based on 5 hypotheses:
1. Acquisition-Learning:  Acquisition is a sub-conscious process.
2. Natural Order:  Language is acquired in a predictable order by all learners.
3. Monitor:  We are able to use what we have learned (in Krashen’s sense) 

about the rules of a language in monitoring (or self-correcting) our language 
output.

4. Comprehensible Input: (input hypothesis)  We acquire language in one way 
only: when we are exposed to input (written or spoken language) that is 
comprehensible to us.

5. Affective Filter:  Comprehensible input will not result in language acquisition 
if that input is filtered out because of anxiety, poor self-esteem or low 
motivation.

https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2015/08/Aquisition-vs.-Learning-159ap8h.jpg
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2015/12/first-words-natural-order-1x9q9wq.gif
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2015/08/Monitor-1tj3dff.jpg
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2011/08/Comprehensible-Input-and-Output-1iih95c.pdf
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2015/08/Affective-Filter-264lbsg.pdf


Stephen Krashen’s Second 
Language Acquisition 

Theories 
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is based on 5 hypotheses, 1 of which is: 

1. Comprehensible Input: (input hypothesis)  We acquire language in one way 
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Comprehensible 
input 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KZmBGNsYC4


Facial 

Expressions

Intonation

Gestures

Visual 
Cues

Drawing or 

pointing

Graphic 
organizer 
used over 
time

Cognates

Slow 
speech

Create 
Context

Multiple 
Examples

Build on 
known 
vocabulary 

Repetition of 
Vocabulary

What did you notice in the video or 
what are some examples you 
automatically do on a daily basis to 
incorporate comprehensible input? 



Stephen Krashen’s Second 
Language Acquisition 

Theories 
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is based on 5 hypotheses, 1 of which is: 

Affective Filter:  Comprehensible input will not result in language acquisition 
if that input is filtered out because of anxiety, poor self-esteem or low 
motivation.

https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/files/2015/08/Affective-Filter-264lbsg.pdf










Assumption: Parents 
of ELLs do not speak 

English & 
Communication is not 
possible because of 
language barriers 



Break Time! 

5 min



Assumption: English 
Language Proficiency 

is an indicator of 
intellect   



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6HUv2eFdLg


How to 
Support 

while 
teaching DI

❏ Keep it vague. We want the 
students to learn when they 
encounter it during the 
lessons. Can also do a wall 
organizer or an anchor chart 
that you build as you go. 

● 5th Example of preloading:  
RMT 5 L32

● 4th Example of preloading: 
Ron’s Summer Vacation 

● 4th Example of preloading: 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

Pre Teach with Visuals and Discussion

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zL8_7ZYuOksPmwDfa5MiRwplHg7EUzNVxRCGt3afMi4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vc3GH8dHlqmOoUPFFjLKP0Ko_LvMYrjWCdhS-UIJYtw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RzoYCZUEEnq4gYc7vCF60n5_8z7rcMn2lNWikh9HyPU/edit?usp=sharing


Reading Mastery Signatures 4
Objective: We will read Ron’s Summer Vacation closely in order to find information in the text. 

Real Life vs. Imaginary
 

Ron’s Summer Vacation

Cause and Effect

Sequencing

Only 
existing in 
your mind!



Additional 
Information 

DI

Discuss with your academic coach:
● Review WIDA Levels
● Review Grade Level Content
● Optional Language for Learning 

(Pk-2nd) or Direct Instruction Spoken 
English (DISE 3rd-5th) Programs.  

○ Also used for intervention.



Digital Gallery 
Walk 



Jamboard 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1tzPZ4dMG6KDXz5LTt1Mhesn6MLQwKoUrzSLndKYapWI/edit?usp=sharing


Knowledge Organizers  

Link for Folder 

This folder contains examples, 
a previous PD slides, and 
templates

Visual Supports
Link for Folder 

This folder contains photos of visual supports 
around multiple schools. Please note the color 
coding and intentionality in these charts. How can 
you create visuals  to help your newcomers? 

Technology Resources

Link

This presentation has many different resources 
for digital learning for newcomers and ELLs

Total Physical Response (TPR)

Video Link- Teaching Vocabulary with TPR

Video 2 - longer video with explanation and 
examples

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tLnLjKNHkaYFPEzzGfkUvDW4pKTLkerW?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ixuXaENgPqEyWwIiTSBvz--7uoG69RfK?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1799oRHqRRHXN_JoQIXCyjeZFYORSkq3BoXkcwZ_iOxM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIIVWLLFxEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pr9QTISemxE


WIDA Can do Descriptors 

Link for Can do Descriptors - Grades K-12

Use your student’s proficiency levels to 
plan questions, activities, and grouping 
strategies 

Scaffolding Presentations 

Valentina ESL Blog 

Link to site 
This blog has fantastic short articles and 
great ideas on how to help ELL in the 
classroom

Link for folder 

This folder contains 4 separate 
presentations that hone in on 
specific scaffolding strategies 

Language Objective 
Link for LO Menu Article

LO Reference Sheet 

LO Cheat Sheet

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
https://www.valentinaesl.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N75CttJESYEJHBq5ZzcXHvwP-fcl3u3X?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11ftN5CuQrb9Tzg72VcTeL6DpqnUMRBwD/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yHX002ww4Qp0X45D31cDI981E6yp9fZC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tmj3C0tEMP6OeE72CRRTwvQAO27qALFG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113293245461253295828&rtpof=true&sd=true


Reading Support 
Horizons A/B  Lesson 74: Vocabulary
RMS 3 L94 
RMS 4 Reading L91
RMT 5 Reading L39
RMT 5 Reading L60

See examples of reading supports for the 
DI Reading Program.

Language Support

Images of Classroom Supports 

Link to images
 

DI Supports 

Decoding A for ELL’s
Decoding B1 for ELL’s
District ESOL Supplemental 
Materials

Writing a paragraph KO
RMT 1 Language L 21
RMT 4 Language Arts Slides
K Transformations Language Arts

See examples of language supports for 
the DI Language Program.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xfx5BuhjkMAfguCv-Mx8KLUT5n7KwyDpo7FBcYOk5NI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1umHUDGz2KRUAWkXAibJtXXDab16wrZ-uT3uIv4qdXN8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KH__i4a7_EkDaItf3CKbZWKVGFyaAZQ-aQdSc_eWxNg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z-bWmwMd770tiHVAqCJ5Jy26_ajI7q_CqnM4a51UQJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tVoDvm6WjBdlAYc1L9rropAPwIcIUlCUDZ2dQN9jIVQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MEo0js4Ejecj9fWBSlfxjm7FPKXs_rPN?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jZcKAmiJAs62YyUcQH7u1Y-05-C3fSKk3Pzfo_raOg0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqRnsQiaInu2lSrp3FN8gzdhdKQX0jtex8dZ9ZJyzQg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Hy5MG13i-6xaaRHsZHzc6lZ7zxlwYoYe
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Hy5MG13i-6xaaRHsZHzc6lZ7zxlwYoYe
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dv4qZ9X20ksTMo5vGnLgoQtbh0KNlKdftXvpdCXCn_c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NVkv2IU4CN953FAj4BXjDHKGnxta-Lj1e4xkoZfNQ_8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tOwh9WAlN6aQb-OUK66LnWI5HNMDzBQ1l3_8vc2BUig/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iaAdzzvVHW_XN2uRgzpJFbotp4yomxyYStWICZw1M2U/edit?usp=sharing


Additional Language 
Supportive Visuals



Pre-Teach/ 
Remediate 

Articulation for 
students who 
struggle with 

speech or have a 
thick accent.

● Speech Resources 

○ Speech Sounds Presentation

○ Small Mouth Pictures with 

Dots

○ Lips

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tE1iadhzhIJgTM5L318hjfYQMabfwQ7g/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eCq4348yM5MjI3_5CuOOIX_32wKZpRch/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eCq4348yM5MjI3_5CuOOIX_32wKZpRch/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16AzVefUEGDg1SEkldVG3ECOIF_SIQqdy/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=101890261332596097151&rtpof=true&sd=true


Next steps 

● The most up to date WIDA 
proficiency levels for students in the 
classroom.

● Take note of each domain’s 
(reading, writing, listening, 
speaking) proficiency level.

● Discuss with the ESOL Teacher the 
Can Do Descriptors. (Ask if they can 
provide these with student names 
for your class.)

● Meet with any newcomer parents
● Have these resources available 

while you plan.  
● Have a cheat sheet that you may 

make easily accessible by your desk.

It’s the 
beginning of 
the school 
year or I  just 
received a 
new ELL 
Students! 
What should I 
do? 

https://dashboard.blooket.com/my-sets


It's so lovely to 
meet all of you!

Thank you for listening.

Please take 2 minutes to complete this quick survey. 

Rachel Dorchak: rldorchak@bcps.k12.md.us

Ashley Green: atgreen@bcps.k12.md.us 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfr3I2M09H8GApbnQr8OERcRlow5g4ivPal7R0F9hcf9DCjFQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:rldorchak@bcps.k12.md.us
mailto:atgreen@bcps.k12.md.us


Credits & 
Additional 
Websites

● Valentina ESL- Blog

● MorethanEnglish - blog
● US Department of ED 

Newcomer Toolkit
● WIDA English Language 

Development Standards 
Framework, 2020 Edition 

● WIDA: What are 
proficiency level 
descriptors?

● WIDA Writing Rubric 
● Colorin Colorado- 

Language Acquisition 
Overview 

● https://www.nifdi.org/

●

https://www.valentinaesl.com/
https://morethanenglish.edublogs.org/learning-english/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/newcomers-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1674188075550293&usg=AOvVaw1VNINoGOH1FodQVjxlifwP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/newcomers-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1674188075550293&usg=AOvVaw1VNINoGOH1FodQVjxlifwP
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/News/2021/February/WIDA-Standards-FAQ-PLDs.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/News/2021/February/WIDA-Standards-FAQ-PLDs.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/News/2021/February/WIDA-Standards-FAQ-PLDs.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-Writing-Rubric-Gr-1-12.pdf
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/language-acquisition-overview
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/language-acquisition-overview
https://www.nifdi.org/

